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feparate from that of the people, or of being impatient of cqual liberty. Some of us have been in the
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: Liberties of the people.”’ Although the judges hold their commiﬂii.)nsi:ddﬁhg good behaviour, their

indgpendeticy cannot be complete, while their condut, as it may pleafe or difpleafe either branch
of the legiflature, may procure an increafe or dimiriution of “their falaries, The faving of a
few hundred pounds. ought not to be put in-competition with an object of fo much importance,
- efpecially as it cannot be made without a violation of a public engagement, and by with-holding a
part of that recqmpence, which is but barcly adequate to the fervices of men who devote their time
and Jabour to the public, and have juftly merited the regard and confidence of their country; by a
faithful difcharge of duty. . - . :

The following reafons have determined us to reject the bill “ for the more eafy and effe@ual®
fetting off and providing for the difcharge of the intereft due to the creditors on the confolidited
fund, dnd to explain and declare the law in future concerning debtors to that fund,”  Seate creditors
under. the confolidating aét are entitled to receive in fpecie, the annual intereft engaged to be paid -

_ them by that adt, .and are not bound to reccive intereft warrants in lieu of fpecie., Thefe warrants

will no doubt be a relicf to thofe who have purchafed confifcated property, and -‘whofe¢ bonds are
lodged in the treafury, and Pledged by the confolidating act to the public creditors for the payment in
the year 1799 of the principal fums due them, and of the annual .intereft to accrue thereon in the
mean time, fo fuar as the faid confolidated funds thall be ‘adequate to, or may . be pledged for, fuch
payments; but thefe interelt warrants wiil not be cqual in value to fpecie of the fzme amount, and

- coafzquenitly tae public creditors will not-receive what was engaged to be paid them by the- confoli-

dating a&. - .

Another objeftion, ftill more forcible, lies againft this bill, Thefe “intereft watrants are made re-
ceivable in payment of any alfeflinent, tax or duty, due to the ftate. Too great a proportion of the
public afleflment s now payable in certificates, and we are unwilling to adopt any meafure which may

increafe that evil, and obitru& the influx of {pecie into the treafury, in difcharge of taxes. The rew

ceipt of certificates into the treafury would leilen the capital of the ftate debt, and the .intereft war-
rants, propoled to be iffued by the bill, might prevent the accumulation of intereft, but they will not
aftord any relicf to the federal government, which has called _upon fome of the ftates, and amon
others upon thisy to raife troops, and have folicited loans of money for equipping and paying them,
and have pledged the federal revenue expected to be raifed in the courfe of the préfent year from the
feveral ftates for the payment of thefe loans. ‘The latter part of this bill takes from the éourts of juftice
the decifion upon contraéts between the ftate and purchafers of certdin confifcated property, and de-
clares, thf; the operation of the contract fhall depend upon therpurchafer’s conftruétion of the law, a
2 . ‘

y new and exceptionable. . . : .
We rejected the bill for the relief of infolvent debtors, not that we- are averfe to a bankrupt law,

.but becaule the propofed regulations differed o widely from thofe we think juft andexpedient, that it

would have required more time to amend the bill, and’ model it into a good, fyftemy- than could be
fparc hen objeéts more prefling and important engrofled:our attention. ‘

We have trul{ ﬂf}%hc reafons which induced us to reject the bills herein mentioned. We hum«— .
of

the rectitu our intentions will juftify us before God, and we doubt not the reafons af-
lby \;indic;m: our condudt to thofe of our fellow-citizens who will examine them care-

of elir condu@® can warrane the imputation, or juftly fubjet us to the fuipicion of having an intereft .

fenate for ten years. A new cleion has latcly been made, and a majority of the old compofe the
prefent fenate. From this re-cle@ion and continuance of the fame perfons in the fame truft, we ma y
without vanity, infer, that the condut of the late fenate has bc/én generally approved, and that no
fufpicions are entertained againft the prefent. We therefore flatter ourfelves, that we poffefs the con-

- fidence oFthe people. If, *for a (teady adherence to principles we concejve intimately conneed with

the profperity of the ftate, that confidence fhould be withdrawn, we fhall. regret this unmerited
change of fentiment, but ‘e thould certainly deferve to forfeit the eftéem of . our fellow-citizens, if]
accommodating our condu’t to the opinions of others, we betray-a-warit of Tufficiciit-fortitude, even

to rifk temporary difapprobation to fecure permanent happinefs to this country. We cannot conifent.

to clofe the feflion without preffing-upon- your candid and ferious attention the important fubjeéts re~
ferred to in this mcflage, and cxprefling our opinion, that the legiflature is bound to attend to thefe
fubjeCts, and to adopt the proper means for carrying them into exccution. A {pring fefiion will be
attended with great inconvenience to individuals, and an unncceflary expence to the public; to de-
fray this expence, additio] taxes muft be laid upon the people, who are reprefented by you as un-
able to-pay thofe taxes which cannot be difpenfed with, but at the hazard of all order and govein-

ment.  We are ready and willing to accede to any meafures which fhall appear to us calculated ta -

__promote the public welfare, give-ftrength to the confederacy, and.ftability to our government; and

we excecdingly lament, that.the harmony of the twa:branches of the legiflature, fo necéfary to pro-

- mote'thefe important purpofes, fhould be interrupted; but, gentlemen, if you are determined to adjourn
without finithing the public bufine(s, we fhall have the feveral matters before us difpatched, fo that an

end may\be put to the feflion this evening, and we fhall hold ourfelves acquitted before our country
and the world, of the evils which may refult from a meafure we can neither prevent or approve.
. -By order, , J. DORSLY, clk,
Which was read the firft and fecond time, unanimoufly agreed to, and, with the bill, entitled, An
at refpelling infolvent debtors, was fent to the houfe of delcgates by Willjam Hemf{ley, Efquire.
- Mr. Sency, f&?' the houfe of delegates, delivers to the prefident a bill, entitled, An act to re-
“duce the fulariss ¢ ‘tfxc governor, chancellor, judges and other oflicers, for'the time therein ‘menti-

‘ . oncd,

h

mper.  Qur charaéters ought to exempt us from the reproach of"duplicjty ; no, part - -
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